64                              Holies.

" Father, I have debated all that with myself long ago,
and have no mind to discuss it now; yon can entertain
me better. When did you see Gassendi ?"1 Merseime
took the hint, and changed the subject. However, this
only showed Hobbes's determination not to become a
pervert, and did not mean that he cared nothing for
religion. Eor, some days later, when Dr Cosins, after-
wards Bishop of Durham, came and offered to pray with
him, he gladly consented, on condition that the English
Prayer-book were used, and also received the Sacrament.2
Long afterwards, when the clergy had turned against
him, and were branding him as atheist and heretic, he
proposed that the question as to the sincerity of his
faith should be referred to the bishop.3

How he fared upon his unexpected recovery, there is
little to show for the next year or two.    He could not

1  Gassendi (1592-1655), the chief rival of Descartes in the public,
eye at this time, had come to Paris in 1645, as professor of mathe-
matics in the College Royal, from Digne, where he hud held a post
in the cathedral for many years hack; he had also been in Paris for
some weeks in 1641.   Hobbes and he became close friends, and had
the highest opinion of each other (see L., i. pp. xxxiii, Ixxvi; v.
307); but it is a mistake to suppose that the reviver of the Epicurean
philosophy can have exercised any special influence on Hobbes : tho
famous works, 'De Vita et Moribus Epicuri,' and 'Syntagma Philo-
sophise Epicurean/ did not appear till 1647 and 1(549.

Aubrey ('Life/ 626 n.) reports: "I have hoard Mr Edm. Waller
say that W. Lord Marquis of Newcastle was a great patron to .Dr
Gassendi and M. Des Cartes, as well as Mr Hobbos, and that he hath
dined with them all three at the Marquis's table at Paris." This can
only have been in tho summer of 1648, when Descartes made his lust
visit to Paris, and became reconciled to Gassendi after the oHtnittge-
ment that #rew out of controversy over the l Meditations.' Hobbes
may also have met Descartes, on a previous visit, in 16J4.

2 'Vita' (L., i. p. xvi).    Aubrey ('Life/ 631) gives the story an-
other turn.    See also the letter, E., vii. 464.

3  L., iv. 303.